“A good defense is the key to victory”
In an exclusive interview for bwin, Real Madrid midfield player Sami Khedira
spoke of the key aspects of the game against AC Milan and analysed the
team’s chances in the Champions League.
Vienna/Madrid, 1 November 2010 - German Real Madrid player Sami Khedira is
proud to wear the Real Madrid jersey: “I have already experienced some great
moments with the German national team and VFB Stuttgart, but having the special
honour of wearing the Real Madrid jersey is sensational. If you come here to training
every day, you realise what kind of club you are playing for – a club with such an
enormous history. Wearing the shirt just makes you feel really proud.”
Fully integrated into the team and playing with long-time friend Mesut Özil, Khedira
claims to have had no problems adapting to the new team and country: “Mesut is a
really good friend of mine from former times in the national youth team where we
became U21 European Champions, so we have known each other for a long time
already. This has, of course, made adapting easier but we get along very well with the
rest of the team as well. It is a lot of fun, especially with the South Americans. They
are all very open-minded and helpful. Adapting has been very easy and we have not
had any problems here in Spain.”
A tough rival
After their defeat at the Bernabeu stadium, AC Milan is waiting impatiently for their
rematch with Real Madrid – and this won’t be an easy game. “AC Milan is aiming for
the victory. They have scored four points in their first three games so they cannot
afford another defeat if they want to move up in the rankings”, says Khedira. But Real
Madrid know what they need: “Our aim is to get those three points in order to ensure
our passage to the last 16 round at this early stage. That is our goal at the San Siro. It
will be a tough game. At the Bernabeu, we almost had a perfect game with a very wellorganised defence against AC Milan’s offensive style of play. But we are also ready to
beat a top team such as AC Milan away from home and return as winners. Therefore,
we need to put in an excellent performance”, Khedira declares optimistically.
Dangerous players
When asked about the rivals’ strong points, Khedira admits that certain AC Milan
players can be dangerous, suggesting that the team should focus on offensive team
play and not underestimate their defence. “Ibrahimovic, Pato, Ronaldinho, Robinho,
and also Seedorf, Boateng – these are all fantastic individual players. If you let them
develop their game play, they can be very dangerous against any team. There is
always the risk of underestimating them but we will not do that. We are aware of the
world-class quality of their players. If we take on the challenge with focus and
concentration and help each other out, we can win the duel”, assures Khedira.

The key to winning: an undefeated goal
Khedira is sure that the key to winning the game lies in not conceding a goal. “I am
convinced that we will win the game if we don’t concede a goal. That is our aim. You
can see it with all of the top teams in Europe. These teams have all gone far in the
Champions League and have conceded very few goals. At the end of the day, that is
the key to success. Defense wins championships. Jose Mourinho is famous for this
strategy and we have followed it very closely in the Champions League group stage so
far. We don’t give the other teams many chances to score a goal and, at the same
time, we play very good, attractive and fast offensive football. We are a very compact
team in offense and defense and we want to keep this up”, he explains.
Main rivals: FC Barcelona, Inter Milan, FC Bayern
This year, Real Madrid is aiming to win its tenth European title. FC Barcelona will, of
course, be one of its main rivals, but other teams cannot be forgotten: “Definitely,
Barcelona is a very good team. I had the pleasure of playing against them with my
former team VFB Stuttgart. They play very precise football, very fast, something you
have seen over years. But, of course, besides FC Barcelona, there are other teams like
Inter or FC Bayern, for example. Last year, FC Bayern reached the final and was able
to keep the squad together. Also, in the second leg of the season, key players for FC
Bayern like Robben and Ribery will be back. But the Champions League is always a
marathon; it is important to be fully prepared in the knock out stage and to be
completely concentrated. This is the way to make it to the end in the Champions
League”, Khedira concludes.
bwin.com Odds for upcoming Real Madrid Champions League games*
AC Milan
3.10
Copenhagen 6.50
CFR Cluj
4.35

X 3.40
X 4.20
X 3.75

Real Madrid
2.15
FC Barcelona 1.45
Bayern Munich 1.70

bwin.com Odds for Champions League Winner 2010/11*
Barcelona
Real Madrid
Chelsea
Manchester United
Bayern Munich
Arsenal
Inter Milan

3.55
4.50
5.25
11.00
11.50
11.50
12.00

*Odds are subject to change.
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